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T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  M O T H

     I remember once, when I was about ten or eleven, my friend Judy  and I found a moth cocoon
and brought it in to school.  It was January and there were doily snowflakes taped to the
windowpanes.  Teacher kept the cocoon in her desk all morning.  She brought it our right before
recess, when we started to get restless.

     In a book we found that it was the cocoon of a Polyphemus Moth and we saw what the adult
moth would look like. It would be beautiful. It would have a wingspan of six inches, much larger
than a swallowtail butterfly.The wings would be a velvet brown edged in bands of blue and pink,
and in the center of each hind wing, there would be a big blue and yellow eyespot. It would be
beautiful.

     We passed the cocoon around; it was heavy. As we held it tightly in our fists, the creature
inside began to warm. The cocoon began to squirm and then jerk violently. I can still feel it
thumping against the curve of my palm.

     We kept passing it around. When it came to me again, it was so hot; it jumped half out of my
hand. The teacher took the cocoon from me and put it in a mason jar. It was coming. There was
no stopping it now, January or not. Teacher fades... classmates fade... I fade... I don’t remember
anything but that thing’s struggle to be a moth or to die trying.

     It emerged at last, all wet and crumpled up. It was a male. He stood still, but he breathed.

     But something was wrong. He couldn’t spread his wings. You see, there was no room in that
jar. And the chemical that coats a moth’s wings like varnish... it dried and hardened his wings as
they were, all stuck to his back, as useless and as wrinkled as dirty tissues. I remember how hard
he struggled to free them. I can still see that so clearly, how hard he struggled.

     The next thing I remember, it was recess. I was standing on the driveway, alone, shivering in
the cold. Someone, it must have been the teacher, had let the moth go. Someone had given the
moth his freedom... and he was walking away.

     He heaved himself down that asphalt driveway by tiny degrees. His crumpled wings glued to
his back were still now. Yet he heaved himself on. The bell rang. I was glad I had to go. I had to
get away from him. I left. I ran inside.

     I dream about him now. And in my dream, I never see him as he could have been. Big and
beautiful and flying free. In my dreams, he is always crawling down that driveway, all hunched up
and deformed. And I think to myself... if I had just let him alone, ya know? What if I had just
thought about it first, and let him be.
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S T A N D A R D S

E L A

I n q u i r y  B a s e d :

S t a n d a r d  3 :  C o n s t r u c t
k n o w l e d g e ,  a p p l y i n g
d i s c i p l i n a r y  c o n c e p t s  a n d  t o o l s ,
t o  b u i l d  d e e p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
o f  t h e  w o r l d  t h r o u g h
e x p l o r a t i o n ,  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  a n d
a n a l y s i s .

S t a n d a r d  5 :  R e f l e c t  t h r o u g h o u t
t h e  i n q u i r y  p r o c e s s  t o  a s s e s s
m e t a c o g n i t i o n ,  b r o a d e n
u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  g u i d e
a c t i o n s ,  b o t h  i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d
c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y .

R e a d i n g :

S t a n d a r d  6 :  S u m m a r i z e  k e y
d e t a i l s  a n d  i d e a s  t o  s u p p o r t
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e m a t i c
d e v e l o p m e n t .  

S t a n d a r d  7 :  A n a l y z e  t h e
r e l a t i o n s h i p  a m o n g  i d e a s ,
t h e m e s ,  o r  t o p i c s  i n  m u l t i p l e
m e d i a ,  f o r m a t s ,  a n d  i n  v i s u a l ,
a u d i t o r y ,  a n d  k i n e s t h e t i c
m o d a l i t i e s .

S O C I A L  S T U D I E S

S t a n d a r d  4 :  D e m o n s t r a t e  a n

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t s ,

i n n o v a t i o n s ,  a n d  s o c i a l  c h a n g e s

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g

S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  f r o m  1 9 5 0 – 1 9 8 0 .

E n d u r i n g  U n d e r s t a n d i n g :  T h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p o s t -

W o r l d  W a r  I I  p e r i o d  w a s

d o m i n a t e d  b y  a  p o w e r  c o n f l i c t

t h a t  p i t t e d  f o r m e r  a l l i e s  a g a i n s t

e a c h  o t h e r  o v e r  e c o n o m i c  a n d

p o l i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  w h i c h

a f f e c t e d  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  A m e r i c a n

l i f e  a t  h o m e  a n d  a b r o a d .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  v a r i o u s  c i v i l  r i g h t s

m o v e m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  a n d  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a

i m p a c t e d  s o c i e t y .
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M A T E R I A L S

" T h r o u g h  M y  E y e s "  b y  R u b y

B r i d g e s

" T h e  L i o n s  o f  L i t t l e  R o c k "  b y

K r i s t i n  L e v i n e

N o v e l s :  " L e t  t h e  C h i l d r e n  M a r c h "  b y

M o n i c a  C l a r k - R o b i n s o n

" C h i l d  o f  t h e  D r e a m  ( A  M e m o i r  o f

1 9 6 3 ) "  b y  S h a r o n  R o b i n s o n

C i v i l  R i g h t s  S o n g s

I N T R O D U C T I O N

T h e  t e a c h e r  a n d  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  d i s c u s s  h o w  a  p e r f o r m a n c e  c a n  r e a l l y

p o r t r a y  s t r o n g  e m o t i o n s  a n d  h a v e  i n t e n s e  t h e m e s  t h a t  a n  a u d i e n c e  c a n

r e l a t e  t o .  

 I n t r o d u c e  t h e  M o t h  p e r f o r m a n c e .  

 T h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  a s k  s t u d e n t s  h o w  t h e y  f e l t  w h i l e  w a t c h i n g  t h e  v i d e o .

W h a t  a r e  s o m e  t h e m e s  t h e y  f e e l  a r e  p o r t r a y e d  i n  t h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e ?  

1 .

2 .

3 .

M U S I C

A n c h o r  S t a n d a r d  1 :  I  c a n  a r r a n g e  a n d  c o m p o s e  m u s i c .

A n c h o r  S t a n d a r d  6 :  I  c a n  a n a l y z e  m u s i c .

A r t i s t i c  P r o c e s s e s :  C r e a t i n g -  I  c a n  u s e  t h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  m u s i c  t o

c o m m u n i c a t e  n e w  m u s i c a l  i d e a s  a n d  w o r k s .  

A r t i s t i c  P r o c e s s e s :  R e s p o n d i n g -  I  c a n  r e s p o n d  t o  m u s i c a l  i d e a s  a s  a

p e r f o r m e r  a n d  l i s t e n e r .  
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L E S S O N

 S t u d e n t s  w i l l  r e w a t c h  t h e  M o t h  p e r f o r m a n c e .  T h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  a s k

s t u d e n t s  h o w  t h e y  c a n  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  s p e a k i n g  a n d  h o w  t h e y  c a n

r e l a t e  t o  t h e  m o t h .  T h e  c l a s s  w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  t h e m e s  o f  s e l f - g r o w t h ,

s t r u g g l e ,  p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  b e i n g  a  b y s t a n d e r  v e r s u s  t a k i n g  a c t i o n  t o  h e l p ,

e t c .

 T h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  i n t e g r a t e  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  a n d  E L A  t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g

n o v e l s  a n d  c u r r i c u l u m  o n  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  m o v e m e n t .  C o n n e c t  t h e  t h e m e

o f  t h e  m o t h  t o  h o w  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s  h a d  c o n s t a n t  p e r s e v e r a n c e  t o

b e t t e r  s o c i e t y  a n d  l a w s .  D i s c u s s  h o w  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  i s  s t i l l  h a p p e n i n g

t o d a y .  C o n n e c t  t h e  t h e m e  o f  b e i n g  a  b y s t a n d e r  v e r s u s  t a k i n g  a c t i o n

a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  a  c a u s e  o r  o t h e r s  t o  h e l p  t h e m .  

 T h e  m u s i c  c o m p o n e n t  c a n  b e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f o r  s t u d e n t s  d e p e n d i n g  o n

t h e i r  c o m f o r t  l e v e l  w i t h  m u s i c .  T h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  w o r k  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  o n

i d e n t i f y i n g  d i f f e r e n t  s o n g s  d u r i n g  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  t i m e  p e r i o d  a n d  h o w

t h e  m u s i c ,  m u c h  l i k e  t h e  m o t h  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  c a n  c a u s e  e m o t i o n  i n  t h e

l i s t e n e r .  S t u d e n t s  c a n  w o r k  t o  c r e a t e  t h e i r  o w n  s o n g  t h a t  c a n  s y m b o l i z e

s t r u g g l e ,  p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  a n d  s u c c e s s .  T h e  s t u d e n t  w o u l d  n e e d  t o

d e v e l o p  l y r i c s  a n d  m a y  c r e a t e  o r  u s e  t h e  m u s i c a l  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  a

c u r r e n t  s o n g .  S t u d e n t s  c a n  a l s o  s e l e c t  a  s o n g  ( d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h o s e

d i s c u s s e d  i n  c l a s s )  t h a t  t h e y  f e e l  s y m b o l i z e s  s t r u g g l e ,  p e r s e v e r a n c e ,

a n d  s u c c e s s .  I f  a  s t u d e n t  s e l e c t s  a  s o n g ,  s / h e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  a n a l y z e

t h e  l y r i c s ,  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  m u s i c a l  c o m p o n e n t s  t o  e x p l a i n  w h y  s / h e

f e e l s  t h i s  s o n g  i s  a  g o o d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .

1 .

2 .

3 .

C L O S U R E

T h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  h a v e  s t u d e n t s  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  s o n g s  o r  s o n g  a n a l y s i s  t o  t h e

c l a s s .  T h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  r e l a t e  t o  h o w  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  t h e i r  o w n  s t r u g g l e s  t o

o v e r c o m e  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s  a n d  h o w  t h e y  n e e d  t o  h a v e  p e r s e v e r a n c e  a n d

h e l p  o n e  a n o t h e r .
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S t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  a s s e s s e d  o n  t h e i r  n o v e l  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  a s s i g n m e n t  a s

w e l l  a s  s o n g  c o m p o s i n g  a n d / o r  a n a l y s i s .  

A S S E S S M E N T

R E S O U R C E S

B r i d g e s ,  R u b y ,  a n d  M a r g o  L u n d e l l .  T h r o u g h  M y  E y e s :  R u b y  B r i d g e s .

S c h o l a s t i c  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 9 .

C l a r k - R o b i n s o n ,  M o n i c a ,  e t  a l .  L e t  t h e  C h i l d r e n  M a r c h .  F i n d a w a y  W o r l d ,

L L C ,  2 0 1 9 .

L e v i n e ,  K r i s t i n ,  a n d  A n n i e  B e t h  E r i c s s o n .  T h e  L i o n s  o f  L i t t l e  R o c k .  G . P .

P u t n a m ' s  S o n s ,  2 0 1 2 .

M a s l e y ,  E d .  “ 2 5  S o n g s  o f  S o c i a l  J u s t i c e ,  F r e e d o m ,  C i v i l  R i g h t s  a n d  H o p e

t o  H o n o r  B l a c k  H i s t o r y  M o n t h . ”  T h e  A r i z o n a  R e p u b l i c ,  A r i z o n a  R e p u b l i c ,  6

F e b .  2 0 2 1 ,

w w w . a z c e n t r a l . c o m / s t o r y / e n t e r t a i n m e n t / m u s i c / 2 0 2 1 / 0 1 / 1 2 / b e s t - c i v i l -

r i g h t s - p r o t e s t - s o n g s / 6 6 0 2 9 8 5 0 0 2 / .

R o b i n s o n ,  S h a r o n .  C h i l d  o f  t h e  D r e a m :  A  M e m o i r  o f  1 9 6 3 .  S c h o l a s t i c ,

I n c o r p o r a t e d ,  2 0 1 9 .
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