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L O G G E R H E A D  T U R T L E

 

The waters off the coast of South Carolina are host to many sea turtle species, ranging from
massive loggerheads to the smallest Kemp’s Ridley.
Despite their tough shells, these ancient reptiles face daily battles for survival. 
Injured turtles that wash on shore are victims of everything from commercial dredging and
fishing hooks to shark and stingray attacks.

Make a line stage right

Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species of South Carolina 

Move to a new spot

Northern Cricket Frog
Bachman's Sparrow
Green Salamander
Timber Rattlesnake
Eastern Red Bat 

Move to your dancing spots

Eastern Woodrat
Island Glass Lizard
Santee Crayfish
Swamp Rabbit

Eastern Cougar. Cougars were eliminated from South Carolina due to loss of the forests and due
to farming and hunting in order to protect the farms. Today there are no wild populations of
cougars in South Carolina.

The Little Blue Heron is threatened by habitat loss linked to climate change especially in coastal
areas. Sea level rise and saltwater encroachment, as well as extreme weather events, negatively
impact the species. Important nesting sites need to be protected with buffer zones to inhibit
disturbance.

Bottleneck Dolphins are not endangered, but they are susceptible to human activity. Getting
caught in fishing gear, pollution. Even noise pollution can interfere with their ability to
communicate. Ten years after the heat wave of 2011, researchers found that dolphins’ survival
rates decreased by 12 percent and female dolphins gave birth less often -- a phenomenon that
lasted at least until 2017.

Black Swamp Snake. The snakes reliance on fishless wetlands makes them vulnerable to habitat
destruction. In the United States, many states have lost as much as 80% of their wetlands,
resulting in the loss of species that are restricted to these wetland habitats. When average yearly
temperatures rise, species like snakes will need adapt by migrating to warmer climates.

Loggerhead turtle

Form a giant sea turtle
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“Turtles” begin to exercise

The South Carolina Sea Turtle Rescue Center are on constant standby, ready to rehabilitative
these ancient reptiles and return them to their natural ocean habitat.

One by one the “turtles” return to the ocean (spread in a wavy line close to the audience)
Tank 1 Edisto, 30 years old, found floating with a crab trap entangled around it’s flipper, released 2007
Tank 2 Destiny, female green sea turtle, a cold event in North Carolina causes many sea turtles to strand on
beaches, released 2009
Tank 3 2 juvenile Kemp Ridleys, Little Debbie and Squirt, hooked from a fishing pier, released June 2013
Tank 4 Caldwell, a 45-lb. juvenile Loggerhead, stranded off Hilton Head SC July 2017

Dancers weave in and out of each other in a shape line to form a circle

The Earth does not belong to us: we belong to the Earth.
What we do to the forests of the world is but a reflection of what we do to ourselves and to one
another.
Hold your hands over the Earth as over a flame.
To all who love her, she gives of her strength.
For the gifts of life are the Earth’s and they are given to all.
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S T A N D A R D S

E L A S O C I A L  S T U D I E S

V I S U A L  A R T S

M A T E R I A L S

S C I E N C E

1 . 1  E x p l o r e  p r i n t  a n d

m u l t i m e d i a  s o u r c e s  t o  w r i t e

o p i n i o n  p i e c e s  t h a t  i n t r o d u c e

t h e  t o p i c ,  s t a t e  a n  o p i n i o n ,

g i v e  a  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  o p i n i o n ,

a n d  p r o v i d e  a  s e n s e  o f  c l o s u r e

S t a n d a r d  1 :  W r i t e  a r g u m e n t s  t o

s u p p o r t  c l a i m s  w i t h  c l e a r

r e a s o n s  a n d  r e l e v a n t  e v i d e n c e .

1 . G . 4  D e s c r i b e  a n d  c o m p a r e

v a r i o u s  l a n d f o r m s  w i t h i n  S o u t h

C a r o l i n a  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f

p r i m a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s .

T h i s  i n d i c a t o r  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  t o

e n c o u r a g e  i n q u i r y  i n t o  a  v a r i e t y

o f  s o u r c e s  u s e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e

a n d  c o m p a r e  d i f f e r e n t  l a n d f o r m s

( e . g . ,  c o a s t l i n e s ,  l a k e s ,  m o u n t a i n s ,

a n d  r i v e r s )  w i t h i n  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .   

L S 1 . D  I n f o r m a t i o n  P r o c e s s i n g :

A n i m a l s  h a v e  b o d y  p a r t s  t h a t

c a p t u r e  a n d  c o n v e y  d i f f e r e n t

k i n d s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e e d e d  f o r

g r o w t h  a n d  s u r v i v a l .  A n i m a l s

r e s p o n d  t o  t h e s e  i n p u t s  w i t h

b e h a v i o r s  t h a t  h e l p  t h e m  s u r v i v e .

P l a n t s  a l s o  r e s p o n d  t o  s o m e

e x t e r n a l  i n p u t s .

I  c a n  u s e  a n d  c o m b i n e  m a t e r i a l s ,

t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  p r o c e s s e s  t o

m a k e  a r t .  

i n f o r m a t i o n a l  t e x t  r e a d - a l o u d s

( f o r  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s )

w h i t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p a p e r

c o l o r e d  p a s t e l s
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

O B J E C T I V E

L E S S O N

T h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  s h a r e  t h e i r  p r i o r  k n o w l e d g e  o f

e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s  a n d  h o w  t h e y  c a n  r e h a b i l i t a t e  i n j u r e d  a n i m a l s .

1 .

T h e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  l e a r n  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h o w  t o  h e l p  p r o t e c t  t h e

e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  a s s i s t  w i t h  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e

l o g g e r h e a d  t u r t l e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  w a t e r  l a n d f o r m s  o f f  t h e

C o a s t  o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .

T h e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  d e s i g n  a  p e r s u a s i v e  p o s t e r  o n  w h y  e n d a n g e r e d

s p e c i e s  s h o u l d  b e  p r o t e c t e d .

T h e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  w a t c h  t h e  d a n c e  v i d e o  o f  t h e  L o g g e r h e a d .  

T h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  r e a d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  t e x t  o f  " N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c

S e a  T u r t l e s "  a n d  " O n e  T i n y  T u r t l e "  b y  N i c o l a  D a v i e s  t o  o b t a i n  f a c t s  f o r

t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  w o r d  w e b .  

T h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  d i s c u s s  o p i n i o n  w r i t i n g  u s i n g  t h e  O R E O  m o d e l

( o p i n i o n ,  r e s t a t e  o p i n i o n  w i t h  ' b e c a u s e ' ,  g i v e  a n  e x a m p l e  t o  s u p p o r t

o p i n i o n ,  c l o s e  t h e  w r i t i n g  w i t h  a  r e s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ’ s  o p i n i o n ) .  

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  b r a i n s t o r m  w a y s  t o  p r o t e c t  l o g g e r h e a d  t u r t l e s  i n  t h e  w i l d

a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  n o t  p o l l u t i n g  t h e  a i r  a n d  w a t e r .  

T h e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  d e s i g n  a  “ P r o t e c t  L o g g e r h e a d s ,  E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s

P o s t e r ”  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  t h e i r  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p r o t e c t i n g

e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  a i r  a n d  w a t e r  h a b i t a t s .   

T h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  v i e w  a  v i d e o  o n  h o w  t o  d r a w  a

r e a l i s t i c  s e a  t u r t l e .  

T h e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  d e v e l o p  a  v i s u a l  p o s t e r  t o  h e l p  s a v e  s e a  t u r t l e s .  

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .

7 .
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VQ_0U2ZrsMqMZOPTy40QxvfQKmAoniIt/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6DXTWTbd8G4


C L O S U R E

A S S E S S M E N T

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  s h a r e  t h e i r  p o s t e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  p e e r s  a n d  v e r b a l l y  s h a r e  o n e

w a y  t o  h e l p  s a v e  t u r t l e s ,  t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  o r  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f

b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  i n j u r e d .  

I n  t h i s  i n f o r m a l  a s s e s s m e n t  t h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  o b s e r v e  s t u d e n t s '  c o m p l e t e d

a r t w o r k  a n d  s m a l l  g r o u p  p a r t n e r  d i s c u s s i o n  t o  e v a l u a t e  s t u d e n t

c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  f a c t s ,  s c i e n c e  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  v i s u a l  a r t

p r o c e d u r e s .

R E S O U R C E S

D a v i e s ,  N i c o l a ,  a n d  J a n e  C h a p m a n .  O n e  T i n y  T u r t l e .  W a l k e r  B o o k s  L t d ,

2 0 1 5 .

H o w  T o  D r a w  A  R e a l i s t i c  S e a  T u r t l e ,  Y o u T u b e ,  2 8  A p r .  2 0 1 7 ,

w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? v = 6 D X T W T b d 8 G 4 & a b _ c h a n n e l = A r t f o r K i d s H u b .

R e a d  A l o u d -  S e a  T u r t l e s  b y  L a u r a  M a r s h  |  N o n f i c t i o n  A n i m a l s ,  Y o u T u b e ,  2 1

J u l y  2 0 2 0 ,  w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?

v = U I C K J 8 G J 0 Z A & a b _ c h a n n e l = M r s . T e m p e l % 2 7 s S t o r y t i m e .
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